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Bush lobs soft pitches to dictators

EVANSTON—We measure character by how a
person stands up to a bully and how a statesman
[eacts to a dictator. George Bush has three times
that test.
¢ has served as a batting practice pitcher for
three of the worst dictators of the 1980s:
FerdinandMamosofthe ilippi .
Manue} Noriega of Panama and the Ayatollah
Khomeini of Iran. All three have I
his soft pitches in the pursuit of their ruthless,
dictatorial policies.

After he became Vice President, Bush visited the
hilippines and toasted Marcos’ “commitment to
democracy.” At that time, according to Amnesty -
International reports, Marcos’ crimes were adding

'a new cxplmm'on for murder ttg the Englisl;
anguage. It was “salvagin, g, the untraceab e,
extrajudicial killing of a suspected political
opponent. The subordinates of the Filipino
dictator were also usj torture methods ranging
from ice blocks appli:g to pregnant women to
electrodes

ar II mission over Manila. Yet, a 1986
New York Times article reported that the U.S.
Army had investigated Marcos’ wartime claims
and concluded they were “fraudulent” and
“absurd,” a fact that Bush, as the most vocal
ldefendcr 'l?lfe Mfarcos in tt_hti:1 uU.s., muglt have
earned. amilies of those who died opposing
are that Marcos proudly
wore the George Bush endorsement as though it
were another medal on his chest, a justification of
his policies and an invitation to continue them,

the foreign intelligence-
gathering agency of this country, he maintaing
that he was not aware of Noriega’s drug runnin,
until the Panamanian dictator was indicted by rie

United States earier this year,

George Bush was also, according to hig version,
unaware of Noriega’s drug-related activities all the
while that Bush was head:;#tbe Current

on’s antidrug efforts, What blinded

the ordinary citizens of Iran, who
opposed him. This has meant of women
on charges of adultery and the of

reminds the American people of our responsibility
to those persons who are victims of tyrants,

George Bush—as a leader of this country,
whether he is elected president Or not—owes it to
all victims of despots, including U.S, soldiers who

died figh dictatorship, to stop lobbing soft
pitches to Marcoses, Noriegas and Khomeinis
of the world,

Carol Heise
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